
AP Literature and Composition 
Ms. Rachel Becker 
beckerr@leb.k12.in.us 

Summer Reading Assignment 2021 

Choose one of the novels or plays from the list. If none of these titles capture your interest, send me an email 
at beckerr@leb.k12in.us and I’ll help you find one that does. If you are having a difficult time making a 
decision, send me an email and I can try to guide you.  

Assignment Details 

1. You will need a copy of your book choice in print (ebook or paper book) that you can use for the first 3-4 
weeks of school. You may rent from the library or purchase your copy. 

2. Just read the book. Hopefully you find one you enjoy! 
3. You need to read the book in full before the first day of class. Some of these titles have been made into 

films. Do not substitute the film for the book; you won’t be able to do your work well in August and it will 
likely bring you stress. If you read the book and also want to watch the film, that is fine, but make sure you 
have read the book well so you can distinguish it from the film. 

4. Be prepared to do the following with your book of choice when you come to school in August: 
• Discuss with me and others who have read the same title. 
• Engage in discussion with peers who have not read the same title. 
• Analyze writing style and literary elements of excerpts from the text. 
• Analyze key characters citing evidence from the text 
• Form thematic arguments and defend them using evidence from the text 

You will not do any assigned writing or note-taking from your reading experience.  
Just read the way you like to read. We will do the written work when we start class in August. If you are eager 
to discuss or have questions about the book you choose, email me at beckerr@leb.k12.in.us or DM me on 
Instagram @msbeckerlhs. 

         I look forward to working with you, 

  

         Ms. Becker 
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Titles for Selection 

+ Denotes the title is a play 

1984 by George Orwell 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 
All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque 
All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire Sáenz 
Doubt by John Patrick Shanley + 
Dracula by Bram Stoker 
Everything I Never Told You by Celest Ng 
I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika L. Sánchez 
Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 
Pipeline by Dominique Morisseau + 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen  
There There by Tommy Orange 
The Color Purple by Alice Walker 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time (play) by Simon Stephens + (book) by Mark Haddon 
The God of Carnage by Yasmina Reza + 
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 
The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 
The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

A list with more detailed descriptions follows this page. 
 



1984 by George Orwell 
This is one of the most culturally referenced dystopian novels. 
Follow Winston Smith as he tries to undermine the oppressive 
government entity, Big Brother. 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 
This is a beautifully written story of a young girl, Francie, who 
grows up in Brooklyn tenements in the early 1900s - the book 
journeys many years of her life which take you through the joys 
and sorrows of her family. 
All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque 
Here you’ll find an intimate war novel that provides a German 
perspective of the First World War as well as the distress war 
places on young people, trying to survive so they can start their 
lives. 
All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 
This novel follows two parallel protagonists as they navigate WWII 
and its aftermath; their perspectives show us how no matter how 
dark the world can get, people will always look out for one 
another. When I read it, I didn’t want it to end. 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by 
Benjamin Alire Sáenz 
This book is about the struggles we face navigating friendship, 
love, and accepting ourselves as who we are. This book was hard 
to put down and the characters stayed with me for a long time. 
Doubt by John Patrick Shanley + 
This play will you keep you guessing as a Catholic nun tries to 
uncover and expose an alleged crime in the church. What most 
people don’t like about the ending of this play, I love. 
Dracula by Bram Stoker 
This classic gothic horror novel paved the way for many more to 
come and kept me turning the pages in suspense! 
Everything I Never Told You by Celest Ng 
This is a beautiful and painful story of a family as they deal with 
the unknown, grief, acceptance, and forgiveness. I really felt for 
these characters and what they were going through. 
I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika L. Sánchez 
The feisty protagonist in this book has a lot of attitude and it took 
me a while for her to grow on me. She’s trying to navigate being 
in a teen in a world where she can’t find where she fits - and that’s 
a hard thing to do. 
Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
This is a book that will cause you to question everything. It is a 
beautiful survival story of faith, life, and truth. I’ve read this one 
more than once and it always gives me something new. 
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 
This classic explores empowered female characters during the 
Civil War and shows the beautiful gift that family is. I’ve read this 
story many times and returning to it is like visiting with old friends. 
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 
This is a quick novel written in verse; the ambiguous characters 
and unique storytelling style ask you to think about your beliefs 
when it comes to following the rules, making your own rules, 
justice and revenge. This kept me turning pages!

Pipeline by Dominique Morisseau + 
This gripping play addresses the school-to-prison pipeline and 
shows how a misunderstood teen’s behaviors can mean a 
matter of life and death in a racist system. This was an 
education and a motivation for me as a person and a teacher. 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen  
This classic romance has humor and characters with strong 
personality. It is surely one of the most read novels, and it 
challenges us to determine what really makes someone great. 
There There by Tommy Orange 
This is a unique novel that features a dozen characters through 
overlapping plot lines. The characters share various 
experiences of Native American culture and confront very real 
and life-altering challenges. It took me a while to get 
momentum with this book, but once I did, I was gripped by it. 
The Color Purple by Alice Walker 
This book is one that delves into deep pain and trauma and 
leaves you with hope and healing. I will always love the 
characters of this book. 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time (play) by 
Simon Stephens + (book) by Mark Haddon 
This book explores what it is like to see the world from the 
perspective of an outsider. As a character uncovers a mystery, 
he uncovers more about himself and the world he lives in. This 
book feels like taking a journey. 
The God of Carnage by Yasmina Reza + 
This play is set in one afternoon and moves through a quick-
paced script as four adults and fail to act like grownups. I love 
how this is written, the dialogue is incredible. You’ll laugh. 
You’ll be shocked. You’ll be angry. You’ll let go. 
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 
This is a book about mothers and daughters, about Western 
culture and Chinese culture, it is about storytelling as a way of 
sharing our lives. I like how this book helps us see how we are 
connected to others. 
The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 
This novel is told in verse. The main character is constantly at 
odds with the world until she learns to use her voice and until 
those who love her listen to her. I wanted to fight for this 
protagonist the whole way through! 
The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
This is a captivating and surrealist story set in the Pre-Civil War 
South, it is layered with metaphor and is told with beautiful 
and raw description. It follows the story of a man who has the 
power of “conduction” and can move people over long 
distances using his own powers. . .one of the best novels I’ve 
ever read. 

+ Denotes the title is a play.
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